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~es R B -‘uJ‘by Snipn '3 - that you should also exercise authority over us? Korah charged

that Moses and Aaron were power-hungry, that they had set up a power structure and raised them-

selves above the congregation. He equated the exercise of power with kingship. This equation, the

politicization of the relationship between the Teader and those whom he leads, is incorrect. The

Al 0 N covenanial community is, first and foremost, n0i.a polizical community; it is a teaching community.
o

J" Throughout the ages, the central figure in the covenantal community has not been a king, warrior,

~ or high priest, but the teacher, the rebbe. The people are not subjects, as is customary in the politi-

7 cal communmty; they are discipies. The relationship is not of a pelitical nature, nor is it conracted
. the use of violence or the employment of sanctions. It is a {ree commitment on the part of the
disciples to their master and teacher.

I " Moses is not known to us as a monarch, even though he was formally a king—And he was king
in Jeshurun {Deut. 33:5). He was known as Moshe Rabbeinu, as the greatest of all teachers, the teacher
par excellence. Aaron is not just a high priest; he, 100, is a great teacher. The priests themselves are
not just charismatic personalities; their sanctity is associated with teaching: They shall teach Your ordi-
nances to Jacob, and Your Torah to Israel (Deut. 33:10); For a priest’ lips shall guard knowledge, and teach-

[ ing should be sought from his mouth (Mal. 2:7). The disciples love their masters and listen, not to their
orders, since they give none, but to their teachings, which enlighten the mind and gladden the heart.
Moses had not_raised himself ahgve the community, as Korah charged; the community had

raised ham above itself, Moses was elevated without questing for leadership. A saintly person is the

leader because ne is the 1€CHET. (Vision and Leadership. pp-197-198)
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